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U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan talked with
attendees of the National Conference of State Legislatures
yesterday.

Education bill has its critics
BY MAUREEN MAGEE, UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2009 AT 12:14 A.M.

SAN DIEGO Ñ As state l awmakers
approved controversial education
legislation yesterday that is intended to
get California into the race for federal
reform funds, U.S. Education Secretary
Arne Duncan weighed in on the debate
during an appearance in San Diego.

Passed by a 47-25 vote, the legislation by
Assemblywoman Julia Brownley, D-Santa
Monica, would lift the cap on the number
of charter schools in California, overhaul
state academic standards and target
federal funding to the poorest-performing
schools.

Although the legislation could make
California eligible for up to $700 million in
federal funds, many education reformers
have criticized it as a weak effort that
does little to improve the education for
underachieving poor and minority
children.

After speaking at the National Conference
of State Legislatures in downtown San
Diego yesterday, Duncan all but joined the critics. He said California has a chance to regain its long-departed
status as a national leader in public education.

ÒThis is a moment of truth for California,Ó Duncan said. ÒIÕm hopeful the state Legislature will rise up and do
whatÕs best. This will be a test.Ó

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger threatened to veto the legislation if it hits his desk, calling it a watered-down
package rather than real school reform.

Schwarzenegger supports a bill by state Sen. Gloria Romero, D-Los Angeles, that would give parents more
authority to intervene in failing schools or to transfer their children elsewhere. The California Teachers
Association opposes that measure, which narrowly passed the state Senate last month. Legislative leaders are
working to reach a compromise.

Without one, schools that have already lost billions of dollars in state funding in the past few years wonÕt be
eligible for the extra federal funds.

The Obama administrationÕs $4.3 billion Race to the Top initiative will give grants to states that use specific
reforms to improve education, especially for disadvantaged students and underperforming schools. The first
applications for the federal program are due Jan. 19.

Duncan warned states against trying to use the federal funds to repair education budgets that have been
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gutted.

ÒSome states have treated the stimulus money as a one-shot deal to prop up the status quo, rather than to
leverage and seed far-reaching improvements in student learning,Ó he said.

Duncan touted the federal program yesterday, and he encouraged states to rethink how they fund and legislate
schools and education policy.

ÒMany of these limitations on flexibility stem in part from antiquated state laws,Ó he said. ÒI am calling on state
lawmakers to rethink and rewrite the hundreds of pages of state code that limit the ability of districts to succeed
in promoting student learning, especially in our lowest-performing schools.Ó

Duncan stressed that the federal government is offering a rare chance to overhaul the nationÕs schools, at a
time Òwhen crisis and urgency meet opportunity.Ó

Perhaps the most controversial push from Washington, D.C., is the move to tie teacher pay to job performance.

The California Teachers Association has criticized Duncan and Obama for many of the reforms.

While in San Diego, Duncan also visited a City Heights after-school program that helps disadvantaged teens
become first-generation college students. Hunter met with students and staff at Reality Changers, a program he
praised for its ability to help students overcome their hardships.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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zollner 12/11/2009 02:46 PM
How can you base teacher pay on test scores when the students are not held accountable for their
performance on these tests?
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NativeBear 12/11/2009 02:05 PM
The problem of tying teacher pay with teacher performance is that it is based on standardized tests.
Standardized tests are the most laziest and inaccurate ways to test a student. There has to be a better way
to assess a teacher than test scores that have no bearing to the student's grade.
1 person liked this comment.
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SanDiego92129 12/11/2009 06:45 AM
"...improve the education for underachieving poor and minority children..."
The Teacher Unions have no desire to help children. The Unions put all of their efforts into maintaining their
power base and influence over Politicians. It's a simple "quid pro quo." I buy your election -- you take care of
my Union. Remember that next time you vote. VOTE!!!!!
1 person liked this comment.
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NativeBear 12/11/2009 01:56 PM
Good. I will remember. I support the teacher's union.
2 people liked this comment.
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Night_Courier 12/11/2009 05:31 AM
Why do you think parents are yanking their children out of the public school system. It's a joke and they know
it, they are tired of their children being short changed because of illegal immigrants children, and children that
live in Mexico.

The state of California as far as Education goes is pathetic, parents who can afford to educate their children
are leaving the public education in droves, Thank God.

Children like being on computers, so why not educate them that way>>>>>>>>>>>>.and eliminate the
worthless teachers all together.
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sdfan760 12/15/2009 10:23 AM
Wow, slamming Mexicans and teachers in one post.

Let out the hate Night_c, just let it out.
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NativeBear 12/11/2009 01:58 PM
you sound like Bill O'rielly or Hannity. Always blaming with out any solutions. Did you go to a public
school?

What is your solution?
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judymelanson 12/11/2009 08:47 AM
I would like to apply to the Federal Government for a grant to get my life back. I have lived as a
California educator, was a California student, worked a lot of jobs, paid a lot of taxes, made a lot of
loans, paid a lot of loans, travelled to learn the recipe for pecan pie, and now...I will take a portion of the
federal funds and can the sit arounds who really should have taken more PE classes.
Meanwhile, there is no such thing as a dividing line, nor a six degees of separation unless it means one
has six degrees and one is just far too busy tending the California farmland, the shores, the mines, the
earthquake that has long been predicted. We fall into the sea and make sure everyone in our land is fed
and cared for.
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