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Relat ed  l ink s
Secr etar y of  Edu cat io n Ar ne
Duncan eat s wit h st udents in  the
Realit y Changers program .

SAN DIEGO -  An unlik ely din ner meetin g took  place in  San
Dieg o Thursday night betw een U.S. Secretary of  Education
Arne Duncan and high school stu den t Abel Salas. The pair
was gabbin g and grubbin g over a pla te of  spaghetti.

Duncan was in  tow n to inspir e state leader s, and was in
tu rn inspir ed by a group of  inner city stu den ts.

"They are extr aordin ary you ng people who overcom e th ings th at are alm ost unim aginable, " said Duncan
describin g Reality Changers stu den ts.  The pr ogram is desig ned to help teen s becom e Þrst generation  colleg e
stu den ts.

Salas, 17,  join ed th e group when he was a soph om ore.

"Back th em I didn 't know anyon e who atten ded colleg e, bu t now I believ e I can go to colleg e," he said  after
din ner.

The University City high school stu den t has a 4.4 grade poin t average, and is applyin g to th e University of
South ern Calif ornia and Harvard.  Salas said he plans to becom e a mechanical engineer.

"I'm really good at math  and science, and I really lik e working with  cars," he said.
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